
 

 

President's Message: 

  Greetings Fellow Irishmen.  I have decided to give our 

Editor a Summer break as well as All of us who went on 

Vacations.  This Summer issue of the Dooley Dispatch 

is to keep you up-to-date with our schedule and let you 

know that we have not departed for greener pastures. 

  I understand that there were a few members who 

joined Paulie McFadden for the Ashland July Fourth Parade.   Am told that 

it was great fun and all had a good time walking the parade route.  I will 

have to ask for a Fourth of July picnic report at our next Dooley Division 

business meeting on September 9
th

.  I was traveling from Minnesota on the 

fourth after a wedding in the family.  Sorry I missed it. 

  As I write this, I am preparing to leave for the AOH National Convention 

in St. Louis.  Past President, Brian Kiernan and I will represent the Dooley 

Division in grand fashion.  Brian and I have also agreed to take part in the 

Major Degrees Ceremony with the Virginia, Brian Boru Degree Team.  If 

you have not taken the Major Degrees of the Order, I urge you to make 

plans to attend our next local ceremony.  I promise to report on the 

convention in our next edition of this news letter. 

  Up-Coming this month, we have the 11:00 a.m. mass at St. Paul's on 

August 17
th 

for the celebration of Our Lady of Knock.  Please take this 

opportunity to wear your Green Jackets and make a great Irish Catholic 

presence in our community.  After mass we meet at Tom Murphy's home 

for our annual pool party.  Don't forget to give Tom a BIG Thank You for 

his Irish Hospitality.  We always have a good time, even when it rained last 

year.  Bring your swim wear, the pool is not just for the kids.  

  Our Pastor at Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Fr. Jim Begley, has been 

reporting on his trip to Ireland last month during the World Cup Games.  It 

makes me want to grab the next flight to old sod and stay a good while.  The 

holy hills of Ireland are indeed some of the most beautiful sites in the world. 

  Pray for peace in Ireland and peace in our world. 

Mise le meas, (mish-e leh mass)  Yours Respectfully, 

. Vince.  
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Prayer List –Jim Cremins is convalescing, Jack 

Griffin’s son, Neil Griffin will be begin treatment shortly 

for cancer, Jack’s daughter, Carleen, has also been 

diagnosed with cancer, Wanda Walsh, wife of Tom, 

receiving treatments for cancer, Michael Maynes, son of 

member Ed Maynes, continues to be challenged with 

cancer, Bill McKay who continues to struggle with back 

pain, and Walt Fergusson’s sister is battling a long  illness, 

Jessie Naughton, Thomas Zahn, brother of Father Zahn, 

Jeannie Barrett wife of Tom Barrett,and Don Reilly.  

Please pray for the members of our Division who are 

serving in the Military.  Father David McGuire, has 

returned from Afghanistan.  He is serving as Chaplin with 

the 1
st
 Special Operations Wing of the Air Force.  Dennis 

Flanagan, son of Jack, is a helicopter mechanic in 

Afghanistan.  

 

Upcoming AOH Dooley Events 

 Business meetings second Tuesday of the month except 

July, August, and December 

 August 17, Sunday – Our Lady of Knock (8/21/1879) 

Mass at 11 am at St. Paul’s Church with Annual Pool 

Party (Family) to follow at Tom Murphy’s House, 11908 

Dalkeith Ln, Henrico, VA 23233.  Please notify Dan 

Caffrey at kkcaffrey@hotmail.com or call 512-6288 with 

the number attending (Family- children welcome and 

encouraged to attend) and what you'll be bringing (side 

dish, appetizer, dessert, Irish Specialty, etc.). 

 September 14, Sunday – Commemorate Commodore 

Barry Day (9/13/1803- date of death) at 1 pm at St. 

Michael Catholic Church, 4491 Springfield Rd, Glen 

Allen, VA 23060 – Family Picnic.  Presentation of our 

donation to St. Michael’s after the 11:15 Mass. 

 September 17, Wednesday, – Halfway to St. Pat’s Day at 

Rare Olde Times. 

 October 25
th
 and 26

th
, 2014, Central Virginia Celtic 

Festival & Highland Games, at Richmond Raceway; 

www.vacelticfestival.com Kickoff the selling of 2015 

Dooley Raffle Tickets and the Recruiting of New 

Members at Double Booth (FAMILY Event). 

 November 9, Memorial Mass for our deceased military 

veterans and Dooley Division members at 11:00 am at 

St. Paul’s Church. 

 
 

Are You Ready for Some Football? 

 

The Knights of Columbus at 395 (whom many are 

AOHers) have invited us to their Monday Night Football 

games.  The schedule will begin in Detroit with the Lions 

hosting the New York Giants in Week 1, starting on 

September 8
th
.   All games except for the two Week 1 

games will kickoff at 8:30 p.m. ET.   

The McGill Catholic Union Club Room of the Columbian 

Center will open at 8:00 for ALL games except Week 1, 

that will be 6:30 pm. 

 
At the June meeting the Division presented a check to St. Paul’s church accepted by Rev. Mr. Rodney Wayne 

Snellings (holding check on the left).  Deacon Wayne is member of our Division. 



On a Wing and a Prayer 

The Story Behind the Airport at Knock Ireland 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vxe7tlVKc1A 

 

“We’re building an airport”, Monsignor James 

Horan told Jim Fahy of RTE News in 1981. “And I 

hope the Department of Transport doesn’t hear 

about it. Now don’t tell them … We’ve no money, 

but we’re hoping to get it next week, or the week 

after.” 

 
Monsignor James Horan, The Builder of Knock 

 

At the age of 52 Fr. Horan was transferred to Knock 

Parish as curate, on September 12
th

, 1963.  He became 

the parish priest in 1967. He remained here until his 

untimely death on August 1st 1986. Often referred to 

as the 'Builder of Knock' he undertook to improve the 

facilities at Knock for pilgrims and parishioners alike. 

His main achievements during this time were.  

 The building of the new church of 'Our Lady, 

Queen of Ireland', which was blessed and 

dedicated on July 18th 1976. The church is large 

enough to accommodate 10,000 people and covers 

one acre of ground. It was a gigantic undertaking, 

which required the collaboration of church 

authorities, architects, contractors and workers and 

Monsignor Horan had the responsibility of 

overseeing the whole operation. On September 

30th 1979, Pope John Paul II raised the new 

church to the dignity of Basilica.  

 The invitation to Pope John Paul II and subsequent 

acceptance to visit Knock for the centenary 

celebrations in 1979. It took the vision and 

courage of Msgr. Horan to think on the scale, 

which the events of this visit dictated. It has been 

said that if one man brought the Pope to this 

country, it was James Horan. Over 450,000 people 

came to Knock on that day.  

  

 
Monsignor Horan welcome Pope John Paul II to 

Knock, Ireland 

 His third and equally amazing achievement was 

the building of Horan International Airport. The 

fact that a Parish Priest in the west of Ireland 

could be responsible for a multi-million pound 

airport seemed unrealistic and unattainable. When 

the first flight out of Knock Airport, destined for 

Rome, departed on October 24th 1985, Msgr. 

Horan stated that it was 'the greatest day in the 

history of Connacht for a hundred years'. He 

showed his true character and sheer determination 

in achieving this impressive goal. Two months 

after the official opening of the airport, Msgr. 

Horan went on pilgrimage to Lourdes with 

members of his family and friends. He died 

unexpectedly on that pilgrimage on August 1st. 

His body was flown from Lourdes to Knock and 

was the first funeral to fly into Knock airport.  

 Msgr. Horan is buried in the grounds of the 

Basilica. May he rest in 

peace.  

The story was made into a 

musical, called On a Wing and A 

Prayer.  To learn more about this 

modern miracle at Knock watch 

the one hour YouTube 

documentary above. 
   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hibernian Friendship 
Brothers and Brother’s Best Friend Parading at the Ashland 4

th
 of July Parade 

 

 


