
 

President's Message: 
  Well it is finally here.  March, that month that all faithful Hibernians look 
forward to all year.  But before I get into all the wonderful plans we have for 
March, let us talk February real quick. As mentioned in our last newsletter, the 
month of February is the calm before the storm. But that did not stop us from 
welcoming four new members into our division at our February business 
meeting. Please join me in welcoming William Beebe, Thomas Kearns, 
Andrew Pangraze, and William Tomcik.  We have also passed the 1000 raffle 
tickets sold benchmark.  This is only slightly behind our norm for the end of 
February but with our additional event of the ShockoeFest I have every 
confidence that this will be another highly successful raffle.  If you have not 

already purchased your set of 10 tickets there is still time, or if you decide not to purchase them, 
please return them to Tim McDonnell at the next business meeting so we can sell them at the 
festivals.     
Now on to March, which is traditionally our busiest month. Our first event will be the ShockoeFest 
on Saturday, March 14th from 11 AM till 5 PM.  Please consider helping man the table where we 
will be selling raffle tickets and recruiting new members.  We also have the opportunity to work 
the beer truck at the event.  There will be a signup form at our March 10th business meeting.  Also 
on the evening of the 14th, our division is co-hosting the Irish Knight with the 395 KOC at the 
Columbian Center. Mary Smith and Turf Fire will once again be the musical entertainment for the 
evening. Admission is $5 in advance, $10 at the door. Please make reservations as this event sold 
out last year.  Once we recover from the weekend it is on to the full day of events on St. Patrick's 
Day,beginning with a Mass at St. Patrick's Church on Tuesday, March 17th. Mass will be followed 
immediately by the J.P. Carroll Memorial Breakfast. Then once we are done with Breakfast we 
will head down the hill to the Rosie Connolly pub to raise a pint.  I cannot think of a better way to 
spend St. Patrick’s Day then with my fellow AOH brothers. The St. Patrick's Irish Parade and 
Festival will take over Church Hill on the weekend of March 21st and 22nd. We are looking to 
have as many members from our division as possible marching in the big two block parade. 
Wouldn’t it be great to be a Sea of Green with over 100 members in parade, all in the green jackets 
or some other Irish apparel? The Irish Festival will conclude with the drawing of the winner of the 
Dooley Division “Trip to Ireland” on Sunday, March 22rd.  
April is shaping up to be a pretty full month as well.  On April 11th we will be having a private 
tour of the Dooley Mansion as part of our Division’s support of the restoration of the portraits of 
Major Dooley’s parents. I am very proud to say that as of the writing of this letter, our division has 
pledged $1,320 for the restoration. Please keep the pledges coming.  On Friday, April 17th Brother 
Mike Smith will be hosting a table at the All Saints School breakfast. Please contact Mike if you 
would like to support this great cause.  Our division has set a tentative date of April 25th or early 
May for the division fishing trip.  Please contact Past President Dan Caffrey for details.    
Be sure to add June 13th to your AOH calendar. The Major Degrees of the Order will be offered at 
Virginia Beach. More details on this event will be coming soon. Let your financial Secretary know 
if you would like to attend the Tower / Major Degrees of the Order. 
In ár Mana 

Chad Costello  
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Prayer List –Jim Cremins is convalescing, Bill McKay who 
continues to struggle with back pain, Thomas Zahn, brother of 
Father Zahn, Jeannie Barrett wife of Tom Barrett,and Don 
Reilly.   
 
Please pray for the members of our Division who are serving in 
the Military.  Father David McGuire, is serving as Chaplain 
with the 1st Special Operations Wing of the Air Force. 

 
Upcoming AOH Dooley Events 
 Business meetings second Tuesday of the month except July, 

August, and December 

 March 17, 2015, Tuesday - St. Patrick’s Day Mass-  9:00 am 
Mass at St. Patrick’s Church, 213 North 25th Street, 
Richmond, VA 23223, JP Carroll Memorial Breakfast to 
Follow; 11 am - Rosie Connolly’s Pub; Crawl. 

 March 21 and 22, 2015  - 30th Church Hill Irish Festival - 
Street Festival in front of St. Patrick’s Church on North 25th 
Street between Broad and Franklin Streets and will run from 
10:00 am to 7:00 pm on Saturday and 10:00 am to 7:00 pm on 
Sunday.  

 March 21, 2015, Saturday - St. Patrick’s Day Parade at 10 am– 
volunteers needed for selling of Dooley Raffle tickets and 
recruiting new members at Booth. 

 March 22, 2015, Sunday - recruit & sell Dooley Raffle tickets 
@booth– Annual Raffle Drawing at the end of the day. (5:30 
pm) 

 April 11, 2015, Saturday at 3:30 pm –Dooley Mansion Private 
Tour in recognition of our contributions to Dooley Portrait 
Conservation (John and Sarah Dooley Portraits and John 
Dooley Green Montgomery Coat (on loan); Dr. Bayliss Talk) 
(Family Event) 1700 Hampton Street Entrance, Richmond, 
VA; afterwards (Rare Olde Times) Happy Hour.  

Got Green White and Orange??? 
 

The Men’s Wearhouse, 9101 W. Broad St. 
offers a discount to AOH members on green sports coats 

 
Tricolor sashes are available from the LAOH Mary Ryan 

Division 
Contact Lori Forbes, lmfherself@aol.com 

St. Patrick Fact and Fiction 
  
  There are many misunderstood beliefs and practices 
surrounding St. Patrick and his day. The biggest myth is that the 
raucous Saint Patrick's Day celebrations originated in Ireland. 
  To begin, Saint Patrick was not Irish. He was born to rich 
Roman British parents in Scotland (maybe Wales). He is 
believed to have died on March 17 around 460-464 A.D. The 
family was pagan but the father became a Christian Deacon for 
tax advantages. The boy to become St. Patrick was kidnapped by 
Irish raiders when he was 16 and spent 6 years as a prisoner and 
slave. It is during this time that he is thought to have become a 
devout Christian while tending sheep alone in the fields. He 
escaped then returned to convert Pagan Ireland to Christianity. 
  He is fancifully credited to have driven the 'snakes' from 
Ireland. One small problem - there is no evidence that there ever 
was a single real snake in the Irish Isles. However, the Druids 
used the symbol of the snake as part of their healing beliefs. (to 
this day, the American Medical Association uses the staff of 
Asculapius as its symbol - a single snake wrapped around a 
staff). The Druids used to be advisers to the Irish Kings. At the 

Spring Equinox, the Druid would light a fire to welcome the 
return of more daylight than night at the New Year celebration. 
St. Patrick is thought to have usurped the lighting of the bonfires 
in place of the Druids. The first written stories about the 
banishment of the "snakes" did not appear for over a thousand 
years after his death. 
  Saint Patrick has never been formally canonized by a Pope. In 
the first thousand years of the Catholic Church, canonizations 
were done on the local level. After the death of people 
considered to be very holy people, the local Church affirmed that 
they could be considered to be saints. It was in 1588 that Pope 
Sixtus V centralized the canonization process. There was an 
attempt to revive the earlier practice when Pope John Paul II 
died. There was a recent purging of Saints that could not be 
verified to have really existed. Saint Christopher was the most 
famous to be "de-sainted." 
  The modern holiday is based on St.Patrick's feast day also 
thought to be the date of his death. Irish immigrants to the United 
States began observing the holiday publicly in Boston in 1737. 
The first St. Patrick's Day Parade did not occur in Ireland. Irish 
soldiers serving the English military marched in New York City 
in 1762. The music and the parade helped the soldiers to 
reconnect with their Irish roots and find fellow Irishmen serving 
in the English army. The various Irish groups combined the 
celebration in 1848 to form the big parade that is traditional in 
New York. It was NOT a grand celebration in Ireland for another 
230 years. 
  The first Irish immigrants were the from the Protestant middle 
class. The Protestants wear orange as their identifying color to 
this day. The Great Potato Famine hit Ireland in 1845 and 
changed things drastically. Close to a million poor, uneducated, 
Catholic Irish began to pour into America to escape starvation. 
They were ostracized for their religious beliefs and funny accents 
by the American Irish Protestant majority. The immigrants had 
trouble finding even menial jobs. Signs were in shop windows 
"Help Wanted - NO Irish need apply." Newspapers portrayed 
them in cartoons as drunk, violent monkeys when the Catholic 
Irish Americans took to the streets on St. Patrick's Day to 
celebrate their heritage. 
  The Irish Catholics soon began to realize that their great 
numbers translated into votes. Votes that gave them a political 
power that had yet to be used to their advantage. They organized 
their voting block, which became known as the "green machine." 
This became an important swing vote for political hopefuls. With 
this power the St. Patrick's Day parades became a show of 
strength and pride for Irish Americans. Any political candidate 
had to curry their favor by appearing at the parade and embracing 
the green symbols. The culmination came in 1948, when 
President Truman attended New York City 's St. Patrick's Day 
parade. This was a victory the Irish whose ancestors had to fight 
stereotypes and racial prejudice to find acceptance in America. 
This racial prejudice has been conveniently buried. 
  The shamrock, the "seamroy" according to the Celts (with a "K" 
sound), was a sacred plant in ancient Ireland. It was the pagan 
symbol of the rebirth of spring. The shamrock had become a 
symbol of emerging Irish nationalism in the 17th Century. The 
Irish began to wear the shamrock to protest the English seizures 
of Irish land, making laws against the use of the Irish language 
and against the practice of Catholicism (Henry VIII had broken 
from the Catholic Church to form the Church of England). The 
Christianized reason for wearing it is because the three leaves 
represent the "trinity" This does not explain why a four-leaved 
one is considered to be more lucky. 



                              

 

IRISH NIGHT 

Sa tu rd a y, M a rch 14, 2015  

From  6:30 pm  to  10:30 pm 

 

K n ights of C olu m bu s 395 a n d  the D ooley D ivision  of the 
An cien t O rd er of H ibern ia n s w ill host a  n ight of Irish 

M u sic a n d  Fellow ship   
At the Columbian Center  

2324 Pump Rd., Richmond, VA 23233  
(between Ridgefield Pkwy and Church Rd) 

 

 

 

Traditional Irish Music by 
Mary Smith and Turf Fire 

 
 

$5 per person in Advance/$10 at door 
$10 per Family 

And…Bring your favorite Irish dish to share 

 

Dinner to Start at 7:00 pm 
 

All beers $3, $1 sodas  
 

Advance Payment Due March 8th  
For reserved seating  

call Steve McGann 804-747-8790 or Vince Eikmeier 804-262-6181    
Seating is limited so make your reservations early (Sold Out Last Year) 

Make checks payable to Knights of Columbus Council 395  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hibernian Charity  

From the Pubs to the Pews 

 

At Rare Olde Times Cindy Jennings acknowledges 
the young AOH raffle ticket sellers  

Division presents a check to Rev. Anthony E. 
Marques for St. Benedict’s Church 


